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misunderstanding. That certainly
beats a genuine conviction that
socialism is better.
If they understood what social-
ism is – “a system or condition
of society in which the means of
production are owned and con-
trolled by the state,” to use Mer-
riam-Webster’s definition – they
would realize it’s the antithesis
of free enterprise. That it’s the
very opposite of freedom. 
Many Americans who say they
favor socialism clearly are hear-
ing “socialism” and thinking of
it instead as a way to fix what-
ever societal woes are bothering

Socialism: The true Gospel of
Greed... from page 4

The Universal Freedom Flag of red, black, and green is symbolic for
African Americans and others of African descent ... from page 2
mula for inspiring, uplifting and
unifying the African peoples of
the world! Indeed, in part Garvey
was responding to a popular
white Supremacist song of the
era "Every Race Has a Flag but
the Coon." This was no laughing
matter for Garvey who said:
"Show me the race or the nation
without a flag, and I will show
you a race of people without any
pride." The Red, Black and
Green Flag was not only an an-
swer to the white supremacists,
it was intended to be a meaning-
ful cultural-historical symbol en-
capsulating the pain of the past,
the struggle for freedom and the
promise of the future of African
people. 
Though there are varying inter-
pretations of the colors, at Insti-

tute of the Black World 21st
Century forums and celebrations
we describe the Red for the
blood and suffering of African
people, the Black for the Color
and Culture of African people
and Green for the land we will
reclaim to build our nation. We
believe this interpretation cap-
tures the essence of Garvey's
definition of the meaning of the
Flag. Over time, particularly dur-
ing the rise of Black conscious-
ness, Black Power and Black
Nationalism in the 60s, the Flag
became closely associated with
the Black Liberation Movement
in the U.S. But, Garvey never in-
tended the Flag to be for
Africans in America exclusively.
His goal was to create a substan-
tive unifying symbol for

Africans everywhere, an overar-
ching symbol of the power, po-
tential and possibilities of Pan
Africanism!
In the Red, Black and Green
African people have a universal
Flag and Africans everywhere
should understand its origins,
meaning and significance and
display it or the colors with cul-
tural, political pride and convic-
tion. At a time when Africans in

America are in the throes of a
State of Emergency and our sis-
ters and brothers on the Conti-
nent are still afflicted by
neo-colonialism, intensified ex-
ploitation and internal divisions,
there is an urgent need for a cul-
tural offensive to inspire Black
people, particularly young people
to understand the vision of Mar-
cus Garvey and utilize it to rise
above the crises we face to
achieve our rightful place as the
torchbearers of civilization. What
better way to affirm the legacy of
Garvey, launch and sustain such
a cultural revolution than to pro-
claim his birthday Universal
African Flag Day. We should al-
ways carry the message and
meaning of the colors and the
Flag in our hearts but at least one

day a year, the whole world
should know that African people
are striving for and on course to
achieve principled unity and
global empowerment with the
African motherland at the foun-
dation. 
This is the proposition which I
have promoted for years. Now,
as we approach State of the
Black World Conference III in
November at Howard University
in Washington, D.C., it is my fer-
vent hope that there will be a ver-
itable sea of Red, Black and
Green Flags in evidence during
the proceeding - and, that the
Declaration of Intent to Heal
Black Families and Communi-
ties [the Call to Action] will em-
brace the concept of August
17th, the birthday of Marcus

Garvey, as Universal African
Flag Day and encourage the par-
ticipants to return to their com-
munities to make this
Proclamation a reality. It can be
done, it must be done. In the
words of Marcus Garvey, "up
you mighty race, you can accom-
plish what you will!" 

***

You may read more essays and
papers by Dr. Ron Daniels at
www.ibw21.org and www.north-
starnews.com . Dr. Daniels is
President of the Institute of the
Black World 21st Century and is
a Distinguished Lecturer at York
College City University of New
York.

In the Red, Black and Green
African people have a univer-
sal Flag and Africans every-
where should understand its
origins, meaning and signifi-
cance and display it or the
colors with cultural, political
pride and conviction.
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them.
Our attitudes have shifted in a
negative way. The American
Dream rests on us seeing suc-
cessful people and thinking, “I
can do that, too. I’m free. I’m
willing to work hard. I can make
it happen for me as well.”
But politicians on the Left en-
courage their fellow Americans
to hate the rich and want to pun-
ish them. They equate capitalism
with greed.
And yet nothing is based more
on greed than socialism. Just ask
Andy Puzder, the former CEO of
CKE Restaurants, the parent
company of Carl’s Jr. and
Hardee’s.
“If you’re in a capitalist econ-
omy, the only way you can suc-
ceed is by meeting the needs of
other people,” he said in a recent
interview. “Socialism, on the
other hand, focuses you inward.
You’re focused on what you can
get.”
The irony is, well, rich. 
Puzder recalled a time when, as

a boy, he accompanied his car-
dealer father to make a delivery
to a wealthy client. He was
amazed at the man’s opulent
property and asked his dad what

the man did for a living. His fa-
ther said the man was a lawyer
who owned a company. 
“I can still remember thinking, to
this day, ‘A lawyer. I could be a
lawyer.’ Now thank God we
lived in a country where a work-
ing-class kid like me could be-
come a lawyer, and have a
chance to eventually become the
CEO of an international corpora-
tion myself,” Puzder said.
Today, unfortunately, too many
Americans are apt to see an indi-
vidual like that and assume the
worst – that he’s a robber baron
who’s exploiting the poor. And
opportunistic politicians are all
too happy to stoke their envy.
But as Puzder points out, you
can’t succeed in a free society
without finding a way to serve
your fellow man. You gain only
by helping your customers gain.
Socialism is the opposite. You
get ahead, Puzder notes, by “sat-
isfying the needs of the govern-
ment elites. If you can satisfy the
needs of the government elites,

in a socialist economy, you can
get more.”
That’s why you see well-fed,
well-clothed overlords in a so-
cialist economy such as
Venezuela. They’re the true rob-
ber barons.
You don’t get a better seat on the

“If you’re in a capitalist
economy, the only way you
can succeed is by meeting the
needs of other people,” he
said in a recent interview.
“Socialism, on the other
hand, focuses you inward.
You’re focused on what you
can get.”
The irony is, well, rich. 

1. President Abraham Lincoln is-
sued the Emancipation Procla-
mation on September 22, 1862
and it went into effect on January
1, 1863.
2. Juneteenth commemorates
June 19, 1865 when the word of
the Emancipation reached slaves
in Texas. At Ashton Villa, what
was known as General Order #3
(the Emancipation Proclamation)
was read, declaring all slaves
free.
3. Texas was the first state to es-
tablish Juneteenth in 1980. 

Here are some facts on the Juneteenth Celebration
4. By 2008, nearly half of United
States observed Juneteenth.
5. Hawaii, Montana, North
Dakota, and South Dakota do
not recognize Juneteenth.
6. The first legislation to recog-
nize Juneteenth was introduced
in 1996 in the House of Repre-
sentatives by Cong. Barbara-
Rose Collins (D-MI). 
7. Juneteenth is a combination of
June and Nineteen, the date
slaves found out late that the
Emancipation Proclamation had
been activated on January 1,

1863.
8. The 13th Amendment in the
U.S. Constitution ended slavery.
9. The Mascogos, descendants
from the Black Seminoles of
Coahuila, Mexico, also celebrate
Juneteenth.
10. Juneteenth is also known as
Freedom Day and or Emancipa-
tion Day.

(Some sources in this compila-
tion are from Wikipedia)

That’s why you see well-fed,
well-clothed overlords in a
socialist economy such as
Venezuela. They’re the true
robber barons.
You don’t get a better seat on
the boat but punching holes
under the people sitting in
first-class. We’re all in this
together. 
boat but punching holes under
the people sitting in first-class.
We’re all in this together. So
rather than focus on how to pull
those at the top down, let’s focus
on how we can join them.
That’s the only way to keep the
American Dream from turning
into a nightmare. 

***
Ed Feulner is founder of The
Heritage Foundation
(heritage.org).

Juneneeth is
June 19th


